
High Plains Early Childhood Professional 
Partnership Members: 

 
Coordintator: 
Shelly Chromy, ESU 16 North Platte 
 
Childcare Centers: 
Jane Hickenbottom, Busy Bee Child Care Center, McCook 
Carrie Witte, North Platte Community Day Care, North Platte 
Stephanie Phye, Ladybug Crossing Child Care, North Platte 
 
Family Child Care Home: 
Karmen Rosno, Ogalalla 
Jeannette Lehl, Ogallala 
 
Preschool: 
Venetta Shelden, Precious Promises Preschool 
 
Elementary Schools: 
Southwest Public Schools, Carrie Rasmussen 
 
Educational Service Unit: 
Kim Van Pelt, Staff Development, McCook 
 
Health and Medical Profession: 
Nancy Miller, Red Willow County Health, McCook 
Renee Callaghan, Healthy Start Coordinator Great Plains Regional 
Medical Center, North Platte 
Shirleen Smith, West Central District Health, North Platte 
Rhonda Theiler, Sandhills District Health Department, Ogallala 
Sue Bloomstedt, Respite Coordinator, West Central District 
Health, North Platte 
 
2 Year Higher Education: 



Tom Gorman, Dean of Community Services, North Platte     
Community College-North Campus 
Sue Shaner, Dean of Business & Community Education, McCook 
Community College 
Judy Malone, McCook Community College 
 
Professional Organization and Support Group: 
Patti Waltman, North Platte, Nebraska Family Childcare 
Association 
 Linda Lund, North Platte, Childcare Enrichment Network 
 
Community Service Provider: 
Kathy Haas, Family Resource Center, McCook 
 
Health and Human Services (HHS): 
Karen Roland, McCook 
Laura Davis, North Platte 
Harriet Spelts, North Platte 
Cheryl Bales, North Platte 
Laurie Orr, Ogallala 
Vona Koch, North Platte 
 
Local Businesses: 
Dana Hurst, Nebraskaland Bank, North Platte 
 
Other: 
Louise Dannehl, Cozad, NEAT (Nebraska Educational Assistive 
Technology) 
Cristy Thompson, North Platte, American Red Cross 
 
Library: 
Patty Hall, McCook Public Library 
Carolyn Lowitz, Children’s Librarian, Ogallala Public Library 
 
Before & After School Program: 



Mike Davis, Community Connections K.I.D.S., North Platte 
Marilee Hyde, Recreation Center, North Platte 
 
Head  Start: 
Nikki Banzhaf, Community Action Partnership of Mid-Nebraska, 
Head Start, McCook 
Tina Cummins, Community Action Partnership of Mid-Nebraska, 
Head Start, McCook 
Mary Boyles, Family Service Assistant Community Action 
Partnership of Mid Nebraska  Head Start Fours, North Platte 
 
Nebraska Early Childhood Grant Program Preschool: 
 
Bob Saf, Director of Special Services, McCook Public Schools 
Kimmie May, Southwest Preschool, Indianola 
 
Early Childhood Special Education: 
 
Rochelle Humphrey, ESU 16 North Platte 
 
Early Intervention Planning Region Team: 
Gaylene Stinman, ESU 15 Early Development Network Services 
Coordination, Maywood 
Kristi Chessmore, Child Development Center, North Platte 
 
Child and Adult Care Food Program: 
Betty Vette, Family Services Child Care Food Program, Wauneta 
Carolyn Straub, Panhandle Adult and Child Care Food Program, 
Ogallala 
 
Cooperative Extension: 
Mary Kay Warner, UNL Extension, McCook 
 
 


